Dear Parents,

What a wonderful beginning!  We’ve had a few tears, but that is to be expected!  I think we conquered the little fears and hopefully won the trust of your children.  I do have to marvel at the patience and love the teachers share with the children. Now that we have the first few weeks under our belt, it’s time to get down to business.

A huge thank you to all the families who have responded so generously to our request of baby wipes, paper towels, and brown bags.  We really appreciate your help!  

All outstanding medical forms need to be turned in as soon as possible.  All children must have a current medical on file before Thursday, October 15th.  Please turn these forms into the pre-school office.

Our librarian, Mrs. Smith, shared her first story with the children on September 21st.  I hope you all heard about “Mr. Wiggle.” Each week after her story, Mrs. Smith will help your child select a book to take home for the weekend.  Books should be returned to the classroom teacher on the following Tuesday.  Books are collected through donations families make on their child’s birthday.  If you are interested in making a donation, just choose a book, gift wrap it and bring it to school when you celebrate your child’s birthday.  Your child will open it during their class and Mrs. Smith will add a bookplate with your child’s name before adding it to the library shelves.

Our lunch program will be starting on Tuesday, October 4th.  We are ready for sign ups in the office any time.  Reservations must be made in advance.  The cost is $5.00 per day or 6 days for $25.00.  The children need to bring a packed lunch in their book bag.  Refrigeration and microwaves are not available.  Morning parents will need to pick up their children at 12:35 p.m. and afternoon parents may drop their children off at 11:30 a.m.  Lunch monitors will be asking for passwords at pick-up.
Drop off will also start Tuesday, October 4th.  Please circle around outside of parking lot and up to the overhang door where Mrs. Towler, Mrs. Sainato or myself will be waiting.  Do not drop off your child until you see one of us at the door.  If you arrive late, please walk your child to their class or use the intercom at the door to ask one of the office ladies to come and get your child.

Picture day is Thursday, October 6th.   The order form is attached to this newsletter.  Pictures are optional, however each child will be photographed individually and also with their classmates.  Picture money must be turned in by Wednesday, October 5th.
Fire Prevention Week is being observed October 3-6th this year.  During this week your children will be instructed on various safety issues, such as stop-drop-roll, 

9-1-1, not playing with matches, etc. We are hoping to have the Safety Trailer and a Fireman come speak to the children during that week.  Watch for additional information. 

Wednesday, October 19th is our school trip to Graff Growers Farm.  They have wonderful fall activities planned for us, including a 20-minute hayride, a cornstalk maze and an interactive puppet show.  Each student will come home with a small pumpkin. We will be asking parents to drive their child to and from the farm. They are located approximately eight miles from the school. Maps will be made available.  Parents are invited to join us in the fun and festivities, however, we are asking parents to contribute the $5.00 charge, if they wish to join the hayride and puppet show.  The school will cover the children’s cost ($5.00).  If you prefer not to ride in the wagons and participate in the activities, there is a lovely market with all kinds of goodies for you to enjoy.  Each class will be at the farm for approximately 45 minutes.  More information and permission slips will be sent home next week.

We will once again be collecting Acme receipts.  We really need your help! Please save any Acme store receipts dated after September 24th through February 11th and turn them into the Campbell soup container by the pre-school office door.  The school receives 1% of sales.  So please talk to friends, family and neighbors and ask them to save their receipts for us. .

Please mark your calendars for our Harvest Festival!  All children will be performing both days.  Due to the expected attendance it is necessary to divide the performances.  

Morning three-year-olds

Wednesday, October 26
10:45 a.m.


Afternoon three and five-year-olds
Wednesday, October 26
  2:30 p.m.


Morning four and five-year-olds
Thursday, October 27

10:45 p.m.


Afternoon four-year-olds

Thursday, October 27

  2:30 p.m.

The children will be making their own costumes at school, which they will then be able to take home.  All classes will start their day on October 27th by circulating through the classrooms for games, then return to their classrooms for a snack and finally all the classes will meet in the Sanctuary for their short celebration of harvest songs. 

We are including a Scholastic book order with this newsletter.  If you wish to order any books, please fill out the included form and return to your child’s teacher by Thursday, October 6th.   Books should arrive by the end of the month.  PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SCHOLASTIC BOOKS.  There is no obligation to participate.  We will be sending book orders home several other times during the year.
Thank you parents for such a wonderful start to the school year.  As you can see we have a very busy month planned for your children.  As always, stop by the office or call if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Teresa Lance

DATES TO REMEMBER
OCTOBER 
 4
Tuition due ($110)

 4
Lunch Bunch and Early Drop Off begin

 6
Scholastic Book orders due


 6
Picture Day

19        Graff Grower Field Trip

26        Harvest Festival (All 3’s and PM 5’s)

27 Harvest Festival (All 4’s and AM 5’s)

SCHOOL PHONE / FAX     330.929.9300    TAX I.D. NUMBER (use for contributions) 34-1838926

